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= ** AVindicationof the K ING, oc. + 
Shall not be curious to ſatisfit the Reaſon of any prpoſſeſt opmi- - 
on; yet ſince the Times hath-givenan cpen Pelle to,cleere every 
ibabarbn which 1Snot ni i9 this Uampe* I hayeendevou- 
redto contrak my own Mdlitations inTharfow rode ; 1nd ras 
ther expoſe them to the cenſure of rhe molt judicious,then reſt ſatisfied 
alone,and admit this cloudy ſurface to overwhelme ſo vait a Body. - 

I corfeſſe it was no meane part of my happinefſe in our dangerous 


extreaines,to hope for a happy mn 


| by that I__ mgetlicine of a 
© fadirs State,a-Parlfanent.af owingthe admirable affeHRion of our 


gracious Soycraign to the peace and quiet of the Kingdome,though it 
was His unſpeakable misfortune,never to know the miſery of the Peo- 
ple,till their diſcontents were growne to that head, they became al- 
moſt (:fnot altogether )wnicareable,by thoſe unreaſonable 'Monopblice, 
exacted by ſome ill atfectedagents, conducing httle to his advantage, 
but to the turtheritrg of thetr'ambition, who notwithſtanding, could as 
eaſily deſert him in his miſery,as before be the ready inſtruments to im- 
portune him to this miſchiefe, upon pretence of a- —_— Authority, 
which who knowes nota Prince, may bee foone milſtaxen in, ſince 
none can be ſo filly, as to beleeve him a ſtudied Lawyer : Yet that this 
ſhould expoſeus.to fo great an adventure, as not only to divelt him of 
this ſuſpected arbitrary power,but to corfer an abſolute government to 
any whatſoever, renders meno'other ation then the Poets, 
Incidit in Syllam cupiens vitare caribdim. 

But if-ycu pleaſe to take the true State of the bulineſſe, let yourTmpar- 
tiall Judgement conf-r with your reaſon, upon theſe few: notorious 
truths, What has the King denyed which concern our Liberty,and are 
the undoubted ſecurities of our happineſſe, under the regiment of a juft 
and unqueſtionable Moyarchy 2 | 

Are not our Rights arid Propertiesalready eſtabliſht this Parliament, 
by ſuch a ts of Grace, as coulanever finde preſidents from His Ance- 
tors, beſides the uttrextirpatien of Shipmony , Monopolies, upon: 
what pretence focyer,th fe arbitrary Courts of | ultice, High Commil- 
ſion, Star-Chainbcr, Marihalfeas,$&c. Has he not importuned the fet- 
hng of Relig1on in kis purity, and that there might be a Law, to ſecure 
the tender corfſciencces of thoſe who wilt not agree the-Ceremonies. 
Are notthe taxihg -away/thele ſutticient ground;tp deſolve ous Jealo- 
ſ1es, itever we inean to be fatisfied> As tor their feares, I Wiſh wee 
had a8 little reaſon to ſu{pet the fomenters,as we have the King, who 
1s fo clearly divelted of any power,to make good the leaſt injultice,that 


it's too great a hazard on his partto adventure what our conſciences 
cn- 
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enforce:uste make ghoy cr Him 0n:0ur part: and tho conſervation of 
thoſe are do atteſted -by him (in the word of a King) with ſuch unuſuall 
expreflions, thatitthey came froma ſtranger, (I ſuſpeRed not an Infi- 
dcll) 1was bound to beleevein charity, witnefe thoſe ſerjous aſleye- 
rations,{3od{p deate with My and wy Childrey.gs 1intcnd to conſerve my 
Partiement is its Priviledges,the Rights of the Subjetl, and the tree pre- 
oft Protefians Religion,G od ſo proſper meu what 1 take in hand, 
 Isthere yet a further way to eſtabliththem, whereby they may.be 
ſecure, that a violatiou may ſceme impoſlible, without the ſubyeriion af 
the very letter-of the Law: Why 1s 1t not:-propoſed if it be no Invaſion 
of that [[uſt Prerogattve. was never denyed his Anceſtors? and whathe 
hath deſerved of ys, thatthe may not be asfar truſted, is as hard to ob- 
je, as cabily anſwered. It then we mult needcs agree that therebeing 
nothing ſocleare;why ſhould any fubtile pretences, hinder our defired 
accommodation, unleſic there be that intend the alterationof ayrGa- 
vernment, and how inconſt{tantthat may prove to a People alreagy 
managed, under the united order of avertuous King, daily experience 
offers t too eaſie of conjeture. Yet for our better fatisfaRtion,lets 
weigirthe amends we arelike to make our ſelves,from theſe few In- 
conveniences, amoneſt the thoufayds which daily expoſe themſclyes 
co op VIEW. | | 
1: /The unlimited power of the twoHouſes have already aſſumed in- 
totheit own hands, tor mall Ordinance countermanding, ſuſpending, 
nay, creating Acts of 7 4:.2ment, though not in the name of Acts, yet 
inthe powe? of Acts, whereby both Kung and PRople are obliged to 0- 
bey; how.to diſtinguiin this Ordinance from an ad of State, I am not 
well atistied; yer I have heard it:cald Treaſon in one of their Mem- 
bers,farthis compariſow,though with that cautious proviſoe , That it 
iheuld benoleading cafe to futureages for Judges to initate. Is this 
theiſecurity of our undoubted Rights we have ſo long endeavoured : 
xho carries notnow his life in his hand, managed by an exat power of 
4 bare Vote, which if any contradits, mult ſuffer under the name of a 
maligaant party, thoughof their own Members ,and not proceeded a- 
gainit by the )ultice of any prefident Acts,but condemncd by the Votes 
ef the preſent Seſlion; and if thisbe not anabſolute ſubveriion of the 
Rights of Parlament, anddeſtryRive to the fundamentall Laws of oyr 
Kingdome(wherein our hiberty conſiſts) I would fain be fatisfied what 
is, for tismoſt apparant tb, whoſgever examines their ordinary proce- 
dings; weave no law left but what ferves their turne; and if that bee 
detective, to punith thoſe they pleaſe to call Delinquents, their Legil- 
latiuve Ordinance canas well ſupply that defeR, as it-could make that 
obnoxious, which till this Parliament no man could ever call a fault. 
2, This continuing-powerof the two Houſes , which ifthey had 
kad amind ſhould everbe remitted, _ would haye either expreſieg 
: it 


- Aa 


- might have compleatly qualified the diſquiet countenance of atrou- 


naſſEir firſt demand, 3nd limitted it to x certaine time,wherin they 


led Eſtate; or ſince have endeavoured” ſome Remonſtrance for our ſy» 
tisfaction in that particular : For I would fain be anſwered, Firſt, if 
they fit while they liſt,and paſſe what they liſt, whether they have not 


A during their pleaſure ) ſubverted our Monarchy by theirdemocracie 


and Inveſted themſelvesVf a power more Arbitrary, then the Monar- 
chicall Government could pretend to, that having his Lmitations and 
Rules of Law, which the Indges are to anſwer ( ifthey miſtake) or 
thoſe that adviſe the Kipg ; their democracy having no bounds,be but 
athing of Yeſterday, $d which asyet we cannot underitand,aſſuming 
to themſclves the foie powerto Iudge of our dangers, and'propoſc 
ſuch remedy, as may anſwer their pretences. | 

3. How every conſciencious aan can diſpence-with that ſacred 


% 


- Oath of Allegiance, wherein He cals God to Witnefſe for the Vindica- 


tion of his Princes Iuſt Prerogative;and their Proteſtationto maintain 


_anabſolute and unlimitedpower in the two Houſes, wrelted to thoſe 
*Qrdinancesexpreſlely inhibited by His Majeſties ſpeciall commands ; 
inthy-underſtanding it isto no other purpoſe , then to lead us into a - 


Maze, where when we are Joſt by our underſtanding ( which muſt ne- 
ceffrily be the principall of our ſubverſion, They will ofter us a Clue, 
fhall either lead us to their premeditated defignes ; whereby of neceſ- 
fity they will become our Maſters,orto an inevitable Ruine,before we 
know the reaſon of our Fears and Iealouſies, being the old Rule they 
ſo often enveighed againſt, Firſt to trouble a State, then to ſubvert the 
Government. Let it not beobjeRed no «+, that I am. againſt Parlia- 
ments,for(God knowes)I am for them, and as Zealous for my Coun- 
try as any Man that lives : But in my opinion, the belt way to ſecure 
our Liberty had been, That our Members of both Houſes might con- 
tirnue ſubjeAs till, lyable to the Regiment of thofe Laws which ſhal- 
be enaRted by them, wherein they will havea care of ſecuring their 
own Eſtates forfuture, as well as ours, which was certtinly the inten- 
tions of our well advited Anceſtors, in expoſing fo great atruſt into 
their hanis, When the Price call-d for their advice in matters of 
greateit concernment ; but by this continued Sell:on, they notonely 
arc inveſted of an abiolute power, but are able to make themiclves a- 
mendsat lcifure for thoſe mo 1jes exhauſted oat of their Eſtates, while 
we groan underthe irſupporta*)ebuzthen of theirs(as they call them) - 
Legall Taxcs: and tans they inay well be cardlefle wtiat Laws are palt, 
never intending to be o2{crvers, but Lords of what they make, 
3, Who are theſe pretended reformers of the Common-wealth, but 
the very Inſtruments who were the favourites during our oppreſlion; 
Inec@ not namethemtoany, who has once attended the Epidemicke 
trouble ef our age, and wit unheard vf Conyeriion we'can _ of 


their Lives, whereby facha Confidence ſhouldbe repoſed intherwZas 
to deveſt ſo Religious and Tuſta Prince of hggaunquettionable Rights . 
and Prerogatives,and confer ſuch an unlimited power ſo readily vpon, 
themzif we return. our former-ſenſes, renders me amazed; tis'not as, 
mifſe to ruminate ſome-words His Majeſty uſcyl in his own vindicati- 
on at New-market,, My Lords, lay 'youchands on your hearts, who 
were the Contrivers of theſe Hlegall taxes, wherewithiyou have ſoin- 
cenfed-my/people:to whofeadvantage were theſe impoggvions levied? 
aremy Exchequers at-all4arger ? or. did you not rather conduceto 
your peculiar benefit, who were the onely perſwaders of them, that - 
ou have now repayd. me with condighe-thanks: Thoſe Favourites 
hoon content to be the Cauſers, thoughrnat the CompanionSef their 
Princes miſ-fortunes : hgjng ike Crows upon a Carkaſc, that hayg-no 
ſooner bared the bones, bur they are flown.Are we notyer ſenſible the 
rules. of policy , not of honeſty}; to ſecure their: lives arid fortunes, 
not their conſciences,cxpoſed youto t his politike, not publikeſeevice ; 


- 


and had you not.in ſo exatt a-coutfe ſerved yourturns of theſes Loyall 7 
pretenders; they had been as Iyabletsthe extremuty of Juſtice;"4s-theyyh, _ 


eateſt Delinquents that underwent he molk! heavy cenſuy 


undoubtedly had had their deſerved hates, which would have'gi on " 7 


better Colour to their upright proceedings asthey would have ye 
believed.1f they had impartially diſtributed. Juftiee amongſt rhel 
Malignanr party: but-now that we ſhoulbe fo ſtupid as tobggirl 
vented with any pretences whatſocver, \vhich out-ſtrip.the El 
rules of Government or Reaſfon,and conftde.in-the politive Vg 
ambitious party (tor onght we know) would adhgmyperfwy 
a mad-man that could allow that in his opimon 
you will tuppoſe them-to be the moſt reallzand 
lives and conſciences in the whole world: They are but th 
of the King and Kingdom, not their Commanders, for t 
our State iS admirably ballanced if that have-but his duePRj 
The Parliament conſiſting ofthree bodies , the King , ris 
Commons,.ſo that if two ſhould bedeſtruQive,'and | 
found during thoſe Laws already in force, there 'can 
eur;Kinedom, but if cither of the two can paſſe at thei 
they will the third mult then of neceſlity Rand for a Oypher,for con- 
ſcntingjor diſagreeing is then of equall value ,, and m mywpinien it is. 
elident of too great an adventure; for ſuppote the King andthe Ma- 
zor part. of the Lords ſhould agree an Ordmance or-Law ,'weeſhoald 
think extreamly.prejudiciall torheLiberty of the SubjeR jour 'Cotm- 
mens: ihonld be concluded peremptorily againſt their Conſents> T 
heard an act not long fince veuched in prefidert that had bm ratified a+ 
gainſ their Conſent of the Lords Spirituail, where: they declared zee 


« 


ume net velumn conſentire, andthis ſorar&wee'contd nor findex | + "W 
Jecond. At the Parlagygnt at Oxford in 19 H,3.wheiiche Lords were © 
| ” KS, 5 = th not; = 
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pot.there- preſent; they reve into: Liffalve tho:Houſe without: pefſing 
Et cr otngmy firſt propolition;:;T hattbeconſetit of twobos 
dies arc not.of force to make Ds laws withaut the third, much lfle 
conclude; thyKingwhoas:mavonely the:Supream Head, but the very 
ſoul, whoſe power gives hifejto their altions,, when: their body is 
ance difiolved;, befides'/how:meonerent.ioit, with thatauthority come 
mitoed ta them, \for if the Parliametit (which are :onely His great 
ConnctHy): infferhime'Bill, which Hee botindto:agree, it was ittore 
FA theneverblis.Anceſtors wete z andof theit Counſellors, it mult neceſ- 


R's farity follow;they are His Commanders. + - | 

ve - Wemrvea Maxime wit'tthe Subjeft:; faded hr; compentio vincunut 
te g1m1.bittormer ages arid ever fince! Parlikmontswere:inufe,, is Rog 

1 [*avpifer arvrexefatncicnt authority. tomikerBiltof both Houſes 1n- 


warrantablezand how the'Kingkas loſt that Right,or whatnew Laws 
arefound tout -deſtruciveto thay Prerogative I never yet nead ,- nor 
eve ſhallunlfetfomeſncinew. Qrdmanceor bare Votes can pretend 
to-\uch ad unwarranted:power (whereof there was never yet found a 
Preſwdent) which oan baveno:ather operationupon my underſtanding, 
then,That the Vortes'iof the preſent Members which. can at their plea» 
»{axcs diipoſe the undoubted Priviledges of the Crown ( by a Law-rc- 
Zearded onely intheir ownbreafts ).and given out tous underthe guil- 
"a IicleotthePcoples Libeniey when. indeed: they are but. Golden 
ns en noonds tullLoccaſien ſhall :make it 
hagppirant)may ind outia'Law-ot equal forceto diſpok the Crown, 
p#b: (hall co farrdebilicate the Prince aSbe ſhall be no way able 
fiftance;; ihr when thy fu, porters arenot onelyuradermined 
yay whatireaton can we imagine ithe Strufture 
Rom fiitgiogtharyabrayibalart wonlinotmyutth: chatge 
bom: {cd tooblout with me their Orders in theie tew inſtances. 
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rene 9% Pielgi, If 4h: Prior be'n fote;x thitdec>e. onght beer ro 
pony oy Connell, though it be agansſt bis conſent, if 1t land with F 
rhe pablsque benefit ? what Implication to make of this © underſfayd not; 
Þut 1 wm ſrt that it was none of onr meaning when we gave our" voice in 
rhe EFettion : Can an Ordinante of Parliantenr ryrrhore Orhicouſent off the 
King rentwareprated Att hd ivith ſb bold a countehance' triaeunply npon 
the heels of that Parliament in Richard the Jecond*time, andthis very re- 
praled Att renewed this Parliament, be within one ſtep of it, whereinthe 
Parliament took theCrown and gave it to the rhen Earl of Bullingbrook, 
which was the reaſon of ſo much Blood tx orr Crvill Wars,and was not well 
fetled till of late yeeres ? Andcamwe blame the King if He deſires fhel- 
ter from ſuch a ſtorm? If it be their inrentions, ſure ane Bullingbrook will 
nor ſerve their twras, ſince there have been equiell ſnares un this ſs great 
an adventare. And to vouch the Oath of this [arper H. 4; which'came in 
at their benevolence to a Prince of an nnqueſtienable Title, And nevey of 
fered before or finre to any Engliſh King that ever we -veath or heard of 
(but with its limitatians ) ts fo fir from their Loyall prerences,that they are 
rather to be beleeved tudyed miſchiefs :nd endeavonrs, to embroyle the 
K 51g dome in a Civil Yar. EL LOE LS :” 
2. Todifingage all that would out of affetion or' love, imtereſ# them- 
ſelves to ſecure the Kings Perſon, and Diguitie, (ir being tao apparent #0 
any ordinary any Pending ) that ſuch proceedings were never warranted 
by any 1» = of preceding Parliaments, or thoſe Exwi' they call Fun- 
amentall in our K ingdome,they ſeandalize ſuch with the name of Ma- 
lignant Perſans, whereby His Meniall Servants either abſointely refuſed, 
or dur ft not adventure His attendance, aud comtenmmoe thes medtey-m ſuch 
a ſenſe, that the King himſelfe 1s perpetnally traced unger this ob(fru(e 
Dialef , which though they dare not put down wnflain E ngbiſh, for feare 
the moſt violent among ft them ſhould be aftamed to'owne it; yer by ſuch 
an implication, as the plaineſt capatitie cannot buit bluſts, and with admi- 
ration wonder , whereto this may tend, 1 would fain be ſarisfied what thoſe 
.might not do, when they had once maſtered theſe their' malignants > Foruf 
ou will give'us as much reaſon as the Ants, © you miſe velerve w Winter 
may come, as well at think a Summer i come”. durſt any man then oppoſe 
' their preceedings , when they have redaced all to their owne Ter mes doe yout 
wot fpeak your ſelves the very Law, and we #5 we ought to yeeld1i0 appeale 
from Parliament, being the higheſt Court in the Kingdome ;" yet inthis 
ſenſe as the King us a part of it (for otherwiſe 1 underſtand not by what 


right) it hath the preheminence of thoſe they call the Kings Convrt , being 
bethconveened by the ſame Royall Anthority, 

3. The diſconntenancing any Petitions whatſoever ( wherein we deſire wil 
z0-4nter poſe, our advice for accommodation or otherwiſe ) —_ neverſo 
agreeing with our Laws, unteſſe they ftand mith the fence of their parey, as 
if all our Wiſedom were ſhut np in ſo narrow limits, and theſe rhe only men = 
w England /afallibl; «yer give me leave (g avir , that to the number of» 
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firiewcics were the onely inducement of their Conntries Eleition; hav: 


been faine to fr ſtill, and ſee things carryedin this diſorderly canfuſpon,(pe- 
 remptorily againſt their Fol 8 ny m—_ Oo Ce MC E 

ack their opru10ns inmatters of greateſt concernnment ; but being anmil- 
ling ig expoſe their Conſciences to ſo high a Guilt, have with drawn thens- 

ſelves 45 unnſefull Members of ſuch « Body. ELM 
Fl 4. .T 0 inſinuate 4 beliefe of their care ro the Vulgar , They have perpe- 
A | tmally ſurmiſed terrible jealouſies, which have Lake wats no other: ffett,then 
#1 & deſired {nyp4r10n of theKing, yet theſe offered upon moſt improbable conje- 
Hars,as every private Letter 45 ſufficient grounds ta piece wpth: ir deſi ones, 
T | or by ſuch per ſons wheſeprivate diſcontents, lead them tooffer theſe high ing 
OW dignities to that ſacred perſon,they were never worthy to/2rve in themeaneſt 
offct; and theug h there lives were ſo notorious for their former extravua- 
gancies, they have by theſe ſuperfluous invettives found countenance, till 

preſuming npon their merits, which werepone except to abuſeihe K ;1g,CAB 

be called. deſert; chat they have been given wp torapine, or ſome ſuch dam- 

nable fin that nature would never have pardoned , if we had bad no Law ; 

Tet theſe Mens informations, ſufficient grounds ro traduce the King,theſe 

Letters moſt neceſſary Animaduerſions to leavie Forces,to. maintain the 

K ings Forts, Towns, aed Magazines againſt him,1,and in hu own name 

20, 45 5{ they could derive that authority from him,that has no power ( ac- 

cording te your Ordinance )to leavie them in hw own acfence, though vis 
perſon is in never {0 apparant imminent danger ; yt they for bis Loos, 

and the good of the Kingdome, can pretend to this power, and beyond, yet 
that all 35 not of that infallibility, let Ar. Pims Letter from Sir John 
Hotham witneſſe with ye. = WE 

I have Committed theſe few Obſervations, to the view oft he Pub- 
lique, figding ſo many bold Pamphlets ( with fo high impudence ) fly 
at the fageaFajelty unreproved, and every corner Rinks of this un- 
cleanBorrin :. yetaince it is come.to. this height , that we mult de- 
clate our ſelves, or loſe our King,: wherein my purpoſe failes,. . my 
Life hall make goodto my lalt Breath ;_ bur. if Religion, Reaſon, and 
Law had not warranted fo lu'ta c uſe, I thould never have adventur- 
ed tocleare aGlaſſe to ſo foale a countenance : yet before I conclude, 
let me propoſe one Queſtion in Religion : Whether the Church was 

. hot in1ts-purity in the Primitive times ; the world agrees they had in 
thoſe Dayesa King that was no'Chriſtian ? Whether Chriſt had not 
W .. more power (then ever any can or dare pretend to fince)to eclipſe that 
bf) + EDO. , If it had beea diſtructive to the Church? yet Here- 
,.».- fuſed the lowel otticcof a Magiſtrate, Bur gave to Czar the chings that 

- ere His, for when the yooug Man came to Himand faid , Lord com- 
m0? renabat be devide the Inherirancewith me , He Replics, 

= whe; tors Juage amongſt Tow ? But how, That we ha- 
_ dfciling by his unblemiſht Life,the ſame way 
xroteſtin? to conſerve our Liberties with tis Life, 
ediffterence, which may be the occaſion of the 
mAybhBlood, upon meerce” Ixaloufics , will be 
iſfloyalty.that can be comgaittced tofuture Ages. 
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